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ACADEMIC MOBILITY AS A MOTIVATOR FOR THE ENHANCEMENT
OF COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE OF TECHNICAL STUDENTS

The article raises the issue of international academic mobility as one of the areas of implementation of the Bologna pro-
cess and emphases the impact of this process on increasing of motivation of technical students to improve their communicative
competence level. Academic mobility is considered by authors as intrinsic motivation for students to become full participants
of the European Education area, to receive high-quality education and thus meet their educational needs, be ready to the rapid
adaptation to the constantly changing conditions of the economic development in the period of globalization of society The aim
of the survey conducted by authors in this study is to identify the links between the level of respondent’s foreign language pro-
ficiency level as a tool of communication and their aptitude to join the program of international academic mobility followed by
commenting of the results obtained in this paper.
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Challenges, determined by continuous and dynamic scientific and technological progress, introduction of inno-
vative production technologies as well as the growing demands for future specialists on the modern labor market
impose new, more sophisticated requirements to the technical graduates. The decisive factor in molding of a mod-
ern well trained specialist is highly developed foreign language communication skills, which are considered from
the perspective not only of getting the necessary information from the original sources, but as vitally important
for professional communication aimed at socializing with foreign partners, getting acquainted with their methods
and tools, sharing opinions and participating in international projects. Moreover, the reinforced foreign language
proficiency level facilitates greatly in the context of academic mobility process which is considered to be the most
crucial integration procedure in the sphere of higher education as it gives the possibilities for students, post-graduate
students and academic staff either to get education in various higher educational institutions or do practical training,
or conduct scientific researches providing the ability transfer and accumulating of credits in proper legal manner of
mastered disciplines [9].

As the issues of academic mobility and its implementation is one of the most urgent, many native scientists stud-
ied this process. Among them there are M. Zgurovsky, K. Korsak, V. Lugovy, whose works deal with challenges for
modern higher education, O. Bolotska and S. Verbytska studied the implementation and development of international
academic mobility, O. Shnirkov and S. Shmelyova eliminate the actuality of cooperation of universities with foreign
organizations and funds, I. Zavgorodniy, V. Lisovy, O. Dyadchenko covered the issue of forming the academic mobil-
ity of students as a mean of integration in European Higher Education Area (EHEA). However, the search for means
and tools that could provide the efficiency of the academic mobility process is still being studied as well as the issue
how language proficiency level of technical students corresponds with European educational standards.

The aim of the article is to study academic mobility as a means of motivation to increase the communicative
competence of technical students.

For the proper research it is important to determine the main concept of this article by citing the abstract from the
law of Ukraine “About the higher education”, which states that academic mobility is an opportunity for the partici-
pants of the educational process to study, to teach, undergo the internship or conduct the research activities in other
educational establishment (scientific institution) both domestically or internationally [3].

M. Zgurovsky defines the academic mobility as a crucial and qualitative feature of European area that considers
the interchange of people among higher educational establishments and among states [4]. According to M. Guly-
aeva, academic mobility is a perspective for choosing the better options for getting education for training the mod-
ern specialist [2].

We consider academic mobility as one of the major factors facilitating the intercultural interaction. Develop-
ment of communicative competence as the ability to conduct professional activities with representatives of differ-
ent professions and cultures in various social and economic conditions is a key factor, which must be taking into
consideration when training future specialists. It is obviously that in order to implement successfully any type
of communication acts you need to have sufficient level of foreign language proficiency, particularly, of English
language, and for a young specialist who is trying to meet the progressively stringent requirements of society and
have a chance to pursue a career and opportunities for further professional growth, the adequate level of foreign
language skills will be of crucial importance in the route of success. Academic mobility, as the integration process
in the field of education, provides participants with the chance to gain new professional knowledge and improve the
foreign language skills. Good command of foreign language and accomplished communicative competence could
guarantee the higher competitiveness to the graduates of native higher educational institutions in either Ukrainian
or international labor markets in various spheres and industries.
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Following E. Kitova, we highlight that the specialist should possess either professional, or social and per-
sonal and interpersonal competence, which suggests the ability to work effectively in the foreign team and
interpersonal skills, giving the opportunities to adopt the intercultural differences and work in the international
context [5, p. 234-237].

But today there is a number of issues that hinder the effective performance of the international academic mobility
programme as a strategy, declared to be the fundamental principle of building the EHEA.

First of all, we can mention the unreadiness of many higher educational establishments in Ukraine for participa-
tion in international activities in the declared format. Many studies indicate that the implementation of academic
mobility is proceeding slowly and tentatively and is hindered by financial factor of our country, when such types of
programs must be fund by educational institutions themselves [1].

There is no actual data on the subject of academic mobility in Ukraine. According to the rough calculations,
the academic mobility of students from universities, institutes and academies of Ukraine in the countries of EHEA
ranges within 5000—-10000 people per year (0,5-1,0% of the contingent of students of higher education institutions
of III-1V levels of accreditation, full-time education) [6, p. 130—143]. The next and more crucial problem, which
intercepts students from participating in international mobility programs, is the reducing of students’ motivation
caused by their unconfidence in foreign language communicative competence. Although school teachers and uni-
versity lecturers notice the significant increase in students’ language proficiency in recent years, otherwise, in prac-
tice, this is not a reason to believe that a young person possesses developed communication skills and is ready to use
these language skills for achieving personal and professional goals.

According to N. Sayenko, the enhancement of the quality of foreign language learning in a higher educational
institution is to be supported and reinforced by a strong motivation which, in its turn, contributes the concernment
in acquiring the language knowledge needed. It could be achieved by implementing advocacy work with students
on such themes, as, for example, the importance of foreign language proficiency for enhancing the competitiveness
and mobility of students and graduates or to discuss the main principles of Bologna convention, to reveal incentive
measures on the part of departments’ and institutes’ chairs as well [7].

Currently the higher educational establishments are heavily focused on the providing the development of stu-
dents’ competences as well as the elaborating of incentive measures aimed to stimulate and encourage students
to extend their potential and the vital factor for the successful integration of our youth in European educational
area. A great deal of native scientists, among which we can mention O. Bolotska, O. Dyadchenko, H. Mihnenko,
1. Fedorova, 1. Zavgorodniy devoted their works to the analysis of accomplishment of Bologna process with focus
on mobility of students and academic staff as an urgent element of the general strategy of higher education inter-
nationalization and forming of EHEA. Analytic investigation of data obtained proves the actuality of our research.

A study was organized and conducted with the aim to analyze how the foreign language proficiency and
formed communicative competence motivate students to participation in academic mobility program and
merge into the educational process of universities of European countries; to reveal whether students consider
the participating in academic mobility programs as an opportunity of professional development and advance-
ment of foreign language communication skills; to suggest the measures for increasing the students’ motiva-
tion for participating in international projects and programs; to report their readiness to master the foreign
language communication skills.

The survey was carried out among the students of the National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute”. An overall number of students participated in the survey was 97, 47 of which were the
students of the 1st-3rd years of study and 50 respondents — the senior students.

The survey covered all bachelor degree courses and the first year of master course. Students were divided into
two groups: the first group consisted of the students of the I-III years of study as the first and middle level in the
studying process of higher education, and the second group consisted of the senior students i.e. the 4th and the
Sth years of study, as those, who have already mastered certain educational programs.

The method of study was the survey that allows to find out respondents’ opinion on the issue of research quickly
and efficiently. During the survey, respondents were asked to give answers on 5 questions of the questionnaire. The
answers in the questionnaire provided answers “yes” or “no”.

The first question of the questionnaire was aimed to identify respondents’ opinions concerning whether they feel
confidently when conducting conversation in foreign language. The results of the survey revealed that among the
respondents in the first group, the majority, accounting for 59% (28 people), answered “yes”, but the percentage
of positive answers from the respondents of the 2nd group appeared to be a minority — only 35% (18 people). This
fact suggests that every year the awareness of the significance of language learning and the level of communicative
competence grows.

In other words, students during the first years of their academic learning less feel the psychological barrier and
are not afraid of real-life communication in a foreign language. And this can be assumed as a good precondition for
fulfilling the requirements for participation in the mobility program and increases the chances of our young people
to quickly and easily adapt to new social conditions. These data are encouraging on the one hand, but a rather low
percentage among respondents who already have an educational background and may start or have already started
their professional career seems to be dispiriting.
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Fig. 1. Results of the first question

The second question of our survey was intended to find out respondents’ opinion on how adequate is their level
of foreign language knowledge to participate in international programs.

Among junior students (1st-3rd years of study), 35% (17 people) consider that they have a sufficient language
proficiency and are ready for living abroad and speak foreign language, while the other 65% gave the negative
answer. The replies of students, belonging to the second group were divided equally by 50%. These data obtained
indicates that the teacher should be the motivator for students who are willing to develop their language skills and
communicative potential in order to succeed with obtaining a diploma in another country and gain new skills and
experience, that the process of academic mobility actually suggests.
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Fig. 2. Results of the second question

As for the students’ intention to enhance their language speaking skills, the majority of the two groups answered
“yes”, namely, 71% of respondents of the first group and 65% of the second group, respectively. Presented statistics
confirms the fact that the entire educational process in foreign language class ought to be aimed at heightening the
students’ interest in mastering the foreign language, which they consider as a powerful tool for professional devel-
opment and reinforcing the speaking skills for their successful implementation in further practice.
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Fig. 3. Results of the third question

Academic mobility is a logical and effective feedback to the hardening demands of the modern global labor mar-
ket, adapting not only professional skills of its applicants, but also, that is no less important for the XXI century soci-
ety, develops multicultural competencies. It means that now, more than ever before in the history of mankind, there
is a potential opportunity for a specialist to tailor himself as a further object of the planetary labor market [8, p. 78].
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The results of the fourth question of the survey confirms the favourability of the students to the mobility program,
since majority of students (53% of the first group and 55% of the second, respectively) consider it as a way of improv-
ing the level of spoken English and increasing the degree of formation of communicative competence developed in the
process of studying at a non-native university. The mobility program provides students with the ability to communicate
with native speakers, presuming their peers, teachers, etc. as well as gaining of knowledge on the speciality.
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Fig. 4. Results of the forth question

In this context we consider the academic mobility as one of the essential factors aimed to stimulate the learning
of foreign language for professional purposes and stipulate the importance of formation of intercultural professional
competence of technical students.

Respondents’ answers on the last question — whether they consider the academic mobility program as a motive
for more advanced English language learning, were quite predictable. In both groups the percentage of students giv-
ing the positive answer prevailed over those, answering negatively — 56% and 65% respectively.
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Fig. 5. Results of the fifth question

The research demonstrates that academic mobility for the majority of students actually acts like a launch pad
for professional self-realization. The data obtained during the survey indicates that a sufficient level of formation
of communicative competence facilitates students’ affiliation the EHEA, allows them to reach understanding with
foreign peers, aids to express their own opinion, exchange the professional and academic experience etc.

Conclusions. Today Ukraine is ongoing the process of integration of native universities into the unified network
of higher educational establishments. Consequently, such participation involves the academic mobility, both for
students and for the teaching staff.

Participation of students in international educational programs should become a permanent feature of modern Ukrai-
nian education, which means that it is necessary to develop and improve the new terms and forms of academic mobility
in order to meet the growing demand of students for participation in international educational programs and promote
the successful integration of native higher education establishments into the world system of education and science. The
results of the conducted research prove the necessity of further development of new, effective methods and means of
foreign communication competence formation. The importance of forming the students’ apprehension that mastering a
high level of professionally oriented foreign language training is one of the constituent components of foreign language
communicative competence becomes more effective through participation in international mobility programs. The level
of language proficiency, the degree to which communicative skills are formed should motivate the students to focus on the
enrichment of their foreign language vocabulary and to improve their communication skills. Students need to understand
the great prospects of participating in academic mobility programs for their own personal and professional development.
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Amwmuncoka H. B., Ceupuoosa JI. I. Axademiuna mobinpnicmv AK 3acid6 momueayii 0nsa niOBUULEHHA
KOMYHIKamueHoi Komnemenyii cmyoenmie mexniunux cneyianvnocmeil

Y ecmammi 6idobpasicerno numanms MiscHapoonoi akademiynoi MoOiIbHOCI AK 00H020 3 HanpsaMie peanizayii bononcbkozo
npoyecy ma 8niug Yb0o2o NPoyecy Ha NIOGUIeHHs MOMUBAYIT CIYOeHMie HEMOBGHUX 8318 018 NIOGUEHHSL DIBHS KOMYHIKAMUBHOT
KomnemeHyii. AkaoemiuHa MoOIbHICIb PO32TS0AEMbCS ABMOPAMU K CIMUMY 6HYMPIUIHbOT MOMUBAYILT 0151 CIYOeHMi6 00 34Ty-
YeHHs 00 C8IMO08020 OCEIMHBLO2O NPOCMOPY, OMPUMAHHSA AKICHOI 0CBIMU MA 3A0080NEHHSA IXHIX 0CEIMHIX Nomped, 20MoBHOCI
00 wWeuoKoi adanmayii 00 NOCMIUHO 3MIHIOBAHUX VMO8 PO3BUMK)Y eKOHOMIKU 8 nepiod enobanizayii cycnitecmed. Aemopu
cmammi 0aioms OYIHKY pe3yibmamie ONUMyeanHs ceped CmyO0eHmie, sike Oaio 3M02y GUAGUIMU 36 SI3KU MIJIC PIGHeM B0N00IHHS
pecnondenmamit iHO3eMHOI0 MOBOIO SIK 3ACOO0M KOMYHIKAYIT ma ix MOJNCAUGICMIO Opamu y4acmy y npoepamax MidiCHapoOHOT
aAKA0eMIiuHOT MOOITLHOCHIT 3 MEMOK NONINUIEHHS CBOIX 3HAHb MOBU 011 0COOUCMO20 Ul NPOGHeCiliHO20 CNINKYBAHHS.

Kntouoei cnosa: bononcvkuil npoyec, akademiuHa MoOibHiCb, IHUOMOBHA KOMYHIKAMUBHA KOMNEMeHMHICb, MOMUBayis,
KOMYHIKAMUBHUL CIUMYJL, KOMYHIKAMUBHA CUNYaYist, OCEIMHIL Npocmip, cghepa oceimu, pieHi 80100IHHS MOBOIO, €BDONEUCHKUL
OCBIMHIL NPOCMIp, 0CEIMHI nompeodu.

Amwunckaa H. B., Ceupuoosa JI. I. Akademuueckaa mMoOUIbHOCHb KAK CPEOCHEO MOMUBAuuU 0 NOGbIULIEHUA
KOMMYHUKAMUGHOI KOMNEMEeHYUU CIYOeHM 06 MEXHUYECKUX CReyUdl1bHOCEl

B cmamve omobpadicer 80npoc MexncoyHapoOHoli axademMuueckoll MOOUTLHOCU KAK 00H020 U3 HANpAsNeHull peanu3ayuu
bononckoeo npoyecca u eusnue 3moeo npoyecca Ha NOGbIUEHUE MOMUBAYUU CHYOEHINO8 HEA3LIKOBIX 8308 OJisi NOBLIUEHUS.
VPOBHSL KOMMYHUKAMUBHOT KoMnemenyuu. Akademuueckas MoOUnbHOCHb PACCMAMPUBAENICS ABMOPAMU KAK CIMUMYJ 6HYmMpeHHel
momueayuy 05l CMyOeHmos Ons npuodueHus K MUpoomy o00paz0eamenbHoMy npoCMpaHcmey, NONYYeHUs Ka4ecmeeHHO20
00pazosanus u yoogiemeopenua ux o0pazoeamensHbix nompeOHocmell, 20mosHoCmy K Oblcmpoll adanmayuy K noCmosHHo
USMEHAIOWUMCS Y CILOBUAM PA3GUMIULS IKOHOMUK 8 NepU00 210banuzayuu 0ouecmea. ABmopui cmamuu 0aiom OyeHKy pe3yibmamos
onpoca cpedu Cnyoenmos, KOmopbulii HO3601UT BbIABUNb CEA3U MENCOY YPOBHEM GILA0CHUS PECROHOCHMAMU UHOCIPAHHBIM A3bIKOM
KaK cpeocmeom KOMMYHUKAYUU U UX BO3MONICHOCIMbIO NPUHUMAMb YUACMUE 8 NPOSPAMMAX MEICOYHAPOOHOU aKademMuiecKou
MOOUTLHOCTU € YETbIO YAYHUEHUS CE0UX SHANUL A3bIKA OISl IUYHO20 U NPOGECCUOHATLHO20 0OUeHU.

Kntouesvie cnosa: Bononckuii npoyecc, akademuyeckas MOOUIbHOCHb, UHOA3LIYHAA KOMMYHUKAMUBHAS, KOMREMEHMHOCHIb,
MOMUBAYUS, KOMMYHUKATMUGHBIU  CIMUMYJ,  KOMMYHUKAMUGHASL CUmMyayus, o06pasoeamenvHoe npoCcmpancmeo, cepa
0bpazoseanusl, ypoeHU G1A0EHUs A3LIKOM, e6PONeliCKoe 00pa306ameibHoe npoCmpancmeo, 00pazosamenbHie NOMpedHOCHU.
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